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EDUCATION

	The University of Chicago

	PhD in Political Science, 2020-2027 (expected)
Fields: Political Theory, Comparative Politics

Dissertation: “Fossil Governmentality: A Political Theory of Climate Change”

Committee: Linda Zerilli (chair), Dipesh Chakrabarty, Jennifer Pitts, Adom Getachew, Neil Brenner

External reader: Pierre Charbonnier (SciencesPo)


	The University of Chicago
	MA in Political Science, 2023
M.A. Thesis: “Should Nature Have Rights?”


	The University of Oxford
	MPhil in Politics (Political Theory), 2020
MPhil Thesis: “Justifying the Rights of Nature”


	Georgetown University
	Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service, 2015
B.A. Thesis: “Gender Conceptions and Environmental Vulnerability in Djernda, Senegal”
Winner of the Andretta Award for Social Justice Research
Mortara Undergraduate Research Fellow, 2011-2015

	
	


RESEARCH INTERESTS

	Environmental Political Theory, Continental (Critical) Theory, Theories of Capitalism, History of Political Thought, Critical Theories of Race and Gender, ethnographic political theory, ordinary language philosophy, normative political theory


WORKING PAPERS

“Refiguring Freedom in the Anthropocene: The Rights of Nature as Political Claims” (preparing for submission)

“From Al Gore to Bill McKibben: Problematizing Climate Change as Political in the U.S. Environmental Movement, 1992-2012” (preparing for submission)

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS

Sciences Po Exchange Fellowship, France Chicago Center and Sciences Po (2024-2025), $15,000

School of Criticism and Theory at Cornell University, Full Tuition Award (2022)
Seminar: Amy Allen, “Marxism and the Problem of History”

UChicago Division of the Social Sciences First Year Scholars Program Grantee (2020-2021) and Summer Research Award (2021)



CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS

“Climate Political Theory between the Fossil Fuel Industry and the Capitalist State”

American Political Science Association Annual Conference, Boston, MA (2026 upcoming)

Invited Presentation at the TEPSIS/CISSR Young Researcher International Workshop, EHESS/University of Chicago, Paris, France (2024)
Discussants: Yohann Aucante, CESPRA, EHESS, and Aaron Jakes, University of Chicago
	
“Fossil Power or Fossil Governmentality?”
Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, San Diego, CA (2026)

American Political Science Association Annual Conference, Vancouver, B.C. (2025)
Discussant: Alyssa Battistoni, Barnard College 

DocSem Colloquium, Sciences Po, Paris, France (2025) (presented in English and French)

“Problematizing Climate Change as Political: Between Al Gore and Bill McKibben” 
Center for Environment, Geography, and Urbanization (CEGU) Colloquium, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL (2024)

“Refiguring Freedom in the Anthropocene: A Wittgensteinian Account of the Rights of Nature”
Political Theory Workshop, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL (2026 upcoming)

CEGU Colloquium, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL (2023)

American Association of Political Science Annual Meeting, Los Angeles CA (2023) (accepted panel with Wendy Brown, Dipesh Chakrabarty, and Alexia Alkadi-Barbaro; conference cancelled)

Law and Legalities Workshop, University of Chicago, Chicago IL (2023)

Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA (2022)
	Discussant: Joy Wang, University of Chicago

OTHER PRESENTATIONS

Discussant, “Political Institutions: Their Promises and Failures,” Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA (2026)

Discussant, “Political Theories of Technology,” Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA (2023)

Discussant, Nicolae Bîea, “Affluence and Automation: The Problem of Labor in the Golden Age of Capitalism,” Political Theory Workshop, University of Chicago (2023)

Discussant, Shatema Threadcraft, “Keep Me Near Du Bois’s Cross: Lynching, Collective Memory, and the Altars of Multiracial Democracy,” Political Theory Workshop, University of Chicago (2022)

Discussant, Thea Riofrancos, “The Security-Sustainability Nexus: Lithium Onshoring in the Global North,” Comparative Politics Workshop, University of Chicago (2022)

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Doctoral Researcher, Urban Theory Lab at the Center for Environment, Geography, and Urbanization, The University of Chicago (2025, ongoing)

Chercheuse invitée, Centre d’études européennes et comparatives, Sciences Po (2024-2026)

SERVICE

 “Chouettes,” Working Group on Inclusive Working Place, Sciences Po, Centre d’études européennes et comparatives (2025-2026)

Graduate Student Host for Nancy Fraser and Jason Moore, “Capitalism’s Natures and the Climate Crisis,” CEGU Conference, University of Chicago (2023)

Organizer (with Amy Allen), Ecological Politics and Racial Capitalism Reading Group, School of Criticism and Theory, Cornell University (2023)

ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant for Chiara Cordelli, “Democracy and Capitalism: An Interdisciplinary Project in History, Law, and Politics,” Neubauer Collegium, University of Chicago (2022-2023)

OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE

Deputy Executive Director, Clean Virginia Project (2017-2018) 
Political Action Committee. I designed and managed a $2 million campaign finance program that funded candidates for the Virginia State Senate and House of Delegates who refuse money from public utilities and oil and gas companies.

Distributed Organizer, Tom Perriello for Governor of Virginia (2017)
Gubernatorial Political Campaign. I recruited, trained and managed a team of 50 volunteers to collect 2,000 ballot signatures, knock doors, and make phone calls (120 shifts completed). 

Presidential Primary and Field Organizer, 350 Action (2015-2017)
Political Action Campaign. Recruited 115 volunteers to ask 99 birddog-style questions of presidential candidates, moving Hillary Clinton to oppose the Keystone Pipeline and support a moratorium on fossil fuel extraction on public lands. Earned 140 media hits including stories in the New York Times, the Washington Post, and Business Insider.

TEACHING

Introduction to Political Theory, Teaching Assistant (Spring 2026), Professor Jim Wilson

Classics of Social and Political Thought Core, Teaching Assistant (2022-2023)
		With Daragh Grant (Fall 2022 CSPT I)
		With Professor Sankar Muthu (Winter 2023 CSPT II)
		With Professor Linda Zerilli (Spring 2023 CSPT III)

LANGUAGES

French, full professional proficiency (Diplôme Approfondi de Langue Française C1/C2)


REFERENCES

	Linda M.G. Zerilli 
Charles E. Merriam Distinguished Service Professor of Political Science and the College University of Chicago 
5828 South University Avenue Chicago, IL 60637 
lmgzerilli@uchicago.edu

	Dipesh Chakrabarty
Lawrence A. Kimpton Distinguished Service Professor in the Departments of History and South Asian Languages and Civilizations
University of Chicago 
1130 East 59th Street, Chicago, IL 60637
dchakrab@uchicago.edu

	Jennifer Pitts 
David and Mary Winton Green Professor, Department of Political Science and the John U. Nef Committee on Social Thought
University of Chicago 
5828 South University Avenue Chicago, IL 60637 
jpitts@uchicago.edu

	Adom Getachew
Professor of Political Science and Race, Diaspora, and Indigeneity 
University of Chicago 
5828 South University Avenue Chicago, IL 60637 
agetachew@uchicago.edu

	Neil Brenner
Lucy Flower Professor of Urban Sociology
University of Chicago 
1126 E 59th St, Chicago, IL 60637
neilbrenner@uchicago.edu 
	Pierre Charbonnier
Chargé de recherche CNRS
Sciences Po
1 Place Saint-Thomas d'Aquin 75007 Paris
pierre.charbonnier@sciencespo.fr
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